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relations. The first section surveys the political transformation of Venezuela under the populist rule of President Hugo Chavez (1999-2013) and the
first two years of the government of President Nicolas Maduro, including the government s severe crackdown on opposition protests in 2014. The
second section analyzes Venezuela s political and economic environment since 2015, including the opposition s December 2015 legislative victory
and the Maduro government s attempts to thwart the powers of the legislature; efforts to remove President Maduro through a recall referendum;
deteriorating economic and social conditions in the country; and the government s foreign policy orientation. The third section examines U.S.
relations with Venezuela, including the imposition of sanctions on Venezuelan officials, and selected issues in U.S. relations-democracy and human
rights, energy, counternarcotics, and terrorism concerns. Appendix A provides information on legislative initiatives in the 113th and 114th
Congresses, and Appendix B provides links to selected U.S. government reports on Venezuela.
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