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***xx Computer aided manufacturing (CAM) is examined in a practical way in this book by Peter Jones. It is assumed that the reader will be
concerned with a commercially available CAD/CAM system, intended for use by designers. Such a system often provides facilities for the geometry
defined by the designer to be converted into control instructions for numerically controlled machine tools. This process is described and its
relationship with manufacturing procedures is discussed but the detail of part programming machine tools is not covered on the grounds that it is
usually the concern of manufacturing specialists. Designers need to know their CAD models may be used to supply data to manufacturing but they
will not normally be involved in actual programming of the machine tools. This book begins with an account of the way computers do their job for
the benefit of older engineers who may not have had the opportunity of understanding the basics of digital computers. The following chapters
explain the advantages and pitfalls of using CAD, as well as a discussion of the various types of equipment to be found in a CAD installation. The final
section includes a presentation of the functions of CAD software. The book is designed to provide a technical background to evaluating and

procuring a CAD/CAM system.
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