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Hawthorne sat in the school-room window-seat at Easney Vicarage, one aAernoon, looking very gravely out at the garden. She had sat there for
some time, with her hands in her lap and a little troubled frown on her forehead, and anyone who knew her well would have guessed at once that
she was thinking over a plan. Penelope was just thirteen years old, the eldest of the Hawthorne children, and as she was a thoughtful girl and fond
of reading, she oAen made very good plans for her brothers and sisters amusement, partly out of her own head, and partly out of books. But this
particular plan quite puzzled her, for it had nothing to do with amusement, and she did not at all see how it was to be carried out. Yet it was much
too good to be given up.
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