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entered into an association, binding themselves to stand by each other in defence of the Protestant succession. While the Whigs were united in
these energetic and during measures, the Tory ministers were, by their total disunion, rendered incapable of availing themselves of the high ground
which they occupied, as heads of the administration, or by the time allowed them by the flitting sands of the Queen s life, which were now rapidly
ebbing. The discord between Oxford and Bo-lingbroke had now risen so high, that the latter frankly said, that if the question were betwixt the total
ruin of their party, and reconciliation with Oxford and safety, he would not hesitate to choose the first alternative. Their views of public aKairs were
totally diKerent. The Earl of Oxford advised moderate measures, and even some compromise or reconciliation with the Whigs. Bolingbroke
conceived he should best meet the Queen s opinions by aKecting the most zealous high church principles, giving hopes of the succession of her
brother after her death, and by assiduously cultivating the good graces of Mrs Hill, (now created Lady Masham, ) the royal favourite; in which, by the
superior grace of his manners, and similarity of opinions, he bad entirely superseded the Lord Treasurer Oxford. This dissension betwixt the political
rivals, which had smouldered so long, broke out into open hostility in the month of July, 1714, when an extremely bitter...
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