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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.An excerpt from
the beginning of CHAPTER I: Let them talk, let them slander, let them think what they please about me-I am used to it; it does not hurt me as it did
at first; I do not care! And you, my little girl, do not take it to heart; do not try to fight my battles; do not let bitterness come into your life through
me, for that, indeed, would give me pain. The Empress stopped her restless pacing up and down the room, and, putting her slender hands upon my
shoulders, she looked deep into my eyes with those glorious dark-blue orbs of hers, and added, gently: You are so young-hardly older than I was
when I married. Do not allow my clouds to obscure your sky; you will have enough of your own! How well she understood the passionate wrath I felt
when witnessing the continual prejudices displayed towards her was shown clearly to me by these few words. I was then very young-very
inexperienced, truly-but she was all in all to me, and the depth of my love and admiration for her pure, noble, peerless nature bridged over the
diHerence existing in our years, and I was happy in the thought that already at that time I had become well-nigh her only confidante and truest
friend. Perhaps it was the singular similarity of our fates which at first drew us so closely together-a similarity which arose from the sweeping
contempt with which the haughty Viennese aristocracy had enveloped us both at diHerent periods and under diHerent circumstances; probably,
also, because neither of us was of what is called royal birth, and because neither of us was Austrian born....
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