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July, 1834 Am I met, however, on the threshold of the inquiry, by the remark, that, when I speak of a college, I am speaking only of an abstraction,
am only using a name; that a college is a thing incapable of an intelligent purpose to do a service, and incapable of being the object of gratitude for
a service done? If it be necessary to advert to such a thought, it cannot be necessary to do more than say, that to speak of an institution of this
nature as conferring benefits and entitled to gratitude, is to employ, if a not entirely accurate, a brief and convenient way of expressing a very
substantial and unquestionable fact. That a good has been done, when the minds of many, or of few, under suitable discipline, have been endowed
with great resources and satisfactions within themselves, and with a great power to serve others, is an argument which I suppose needs not to be
labored here. If the good has been done, by what means has it been done? Of course, by means of the apparatus here provided and maintained; by
the communications of the living teacher, by access to books, and to other like instruments for the acquisition of knowledge, and by the mutually
quickening influence of association among those, whom the existence of such advantages here has brought together to enjoy them. How then came
these advantages here, for they are not the spontaneous products of the soil? They have been collected by...
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