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children, the disease leads to obliteration, more or less complete, of the joint cavity, replacement of the tubercle tissue by new fibrous tissue, and
bony or fibrous union between the bones. The joint then remains permanently stiC in a more or less favourable position. If only a part of the joint
cavity be obliterated, spontaneous cure is possible with a limited range of motion; or in the most favourable cases the functions of the joint may be
unimpaired. The chances of complete recovery are better among children than among adults. Persons with joint tuberculosis not infrequently
develop consumption of the lungs. Acute general tuberculosis occurs occasionally as the result of an incomplete operation upon the diseased joint,
or without apparent cause. The general treatment does not diCer from that of tubercular processes elsewhere in the body. The local treatment
consists first of measures T tme t which serve to keep the inflamed joint quiet and to prevent, as far as possible, the crowding together of the
diseased joint surfaces. These indications are best fulfilled by the application of some form of fixed apparatus, of which a very great variety are in
use. Second, of operative measures the aim of which is to remove completely the diseased tissues or to correct deformities, or oFen of both objects
combined. In children the treatment of tuberculosis of the joints by means of apparatus which keep the...
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