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P. O. : For sale by the Supt. of Docs. , U. S. G. P. O. , 2004. LC Number: KF27 . J8 2004 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)56401108 Subject: Frivolous suits (Civil
procedure) -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 to prove their innocence. They do not appreciate the negative image that a settle-ment bestows on
them or on their business. THE IMPACT OF FRIVOLOUS LAWSUITS ON SMALL BUSINESS We would all like to think that attorneys comply with the
highest ethical stand-ards; unfortunately, that is not always the case. In my experience, this seems par-ticularly true of plaintiKs attorneys who
bring lower-dollar suits - the type of suits of which small businesses are generally the target. In many instances, a plaintiKs attorney will just take a
client at his word, performing little, if any, research regard-ing the validity of the plaintiKs claim. As a result, small-business owners must take time
and resources out of their business to prove they are not liable for whatever wrong was theoretically committed. As one small-business owner
remarked to me last year, What happened to the idea that in this country you are innocent until proven guilty Although that mantra refers to a
defendants rights in our criminal justice system, problems with our civil justice system can no longer be ignored. It is incumbent upon the attorney
representing a plaintiff to get the facts straight before sending a threatening letter or filing a lawsuit, not after the letter is sent or the lawsuit is filed.
Sadly, due in large part to the ineKectiveness of Rule 11 in its current form, we have a legal system in which many plaintiKs attorneys waste
resources and...
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