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*****. So, sir, it seems that you ve set your heart on learning something of everything? The man who said this was a tall and rugged professional
diver. He to whom it was said was Edgar Berrington, our hero, a strapping youth of twenty-one. Well-yes, I have set my heart upon something of
that sort, Baldwin, answered the youth. You see, I hold that an engineer ought to be practically acquainted, more or less, with everything that bears,
even remotely, on his profession; therefore I have come to you for some instruction in the noble art of diving. You ve come to the right shop, Mister
Edgar, replied Baldwin, with a gratified look. I taught you to swim when you wasn t much bigger than a marlinespike, an to make boats a most
before you could handle a clasp-knife without cuttin your fingers, an now that you ve come to man s estate nothin ll please me more than to make a
diver of you. But, continued Baldwin, while a shade clouded his wrinkled and weatherbeaten visage, I can t let you go down in the dress without
leave. I m under authority, you know, and durstn t overstep- Don t let that trouble you, interrupted his companion, drawing a letter from his pocket;
I had anticipated that diGiculty, and wrote to your employers. Here is their answer, granting me permission to use their dresses. All right, sir, said
Baldwin, returning the letter without looking at it; I ll take your word for it, sir, as it s not much in my line to make out the meanin o pot-hooks and
hangers.-Now, then, when will you have your...
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