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Goethe as a Representative of the Modern Art Spirit: Published for the Dante School of Philosophy, St. Louis, Mo In this respect, as in so many
others, he is himself to be counted as one of the happy. For if the art of which he had knowledge in his youth was not of the highest degree of
excellence, it was nevertheless of such character and. Variety as greatly to stimulate his interest in every department of art. At the same time, during
the period of his youth, there was a veritable confusion of tongues in Germany respecting the proper standard of work and achievement in art. And
this was, as might be expected, especially true of poetry - the most complex of all the forms of art and, as it proved, the form in which Goethe was to
unfold his finest powers. Safely out of this confusion of tongues he was to be led by the clear voice of the greatest of English singers. Other in uences
there were indeed, but this was the greatest of all for him. Under the in uence of Shakespeare, Goethe became perfectly clear that the heart, the
very soul of a great poem, as of any other work of art, must be a great theme; so that the poem itself is but a living idea spontaneously unfolded into
a rhythmic organic form. It is in this relation between these two great poets that | find the clue to what | shall have to say to you at the present time.
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