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***** It has been said that there are no atheists in foxholes and that may or may not be true, having never been in a foxhole, thank God, | have no
way of knowing, but | suspect it is true; if not, | pity the poor atheist the lack of solace otherwise available through a belief in God. One thing is
unquestionably true though, that is throughout the world in every culture and throughout history mankind has felt a deep yearning to cry out to
something, someone greater than themselves. A desire to pray to one s creator is common throughout the world. It has been said that there is a
vacant space in the soul of mankind that can only be filled by God s presence. The desire to reach out to God is an echo of our need to fill this void.
How this desire is displayed from one culture to the next varies from cultures that practiced human sacrifice to those that believe in the efficacy of
using prayer wheels to gain God s favor. In the passage quoted from Luke 11:1 one of Jesus followers asks him to teach them how to pray. Itis a
straight forward request, but let s think about this for a moment. It may be safe to say that Jesus disciples had been raised in good Jewish families.
They were familiar with the Torah, they had learned from the Pharisees in the synagogues since their youth, and at that time that temple worship
still took place, and they were familiar with the animal sacrifices and prayers offered in the temple for the sins of the people. Furthermore, they
were...
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