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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 Excerpt: .scud, and shook its waters in their every molecule. The tremulous
Nondescript was the first to sense it and he drew in his petals and shrunk almost to nothing. Billion retired at once into his shell, and became part of
the seething and all objects, and added to the fullness of their weird beauty. A blue crab passed by, and then an eel. Meantime the hoarse song of
the sea robins could be heard where they sought shelter in the trunks of the oyster sloops that lay peacefully at anchor. Billion was now again on
the march, for most things sub-marine are awake and active in the bright moonlight. He had reached a pleasant valley in the bed of the Kills, the
floor of which was of pure white sand, each crystal shining like a diamond. It is at most times beautiful below the water, but in the moonlight it is
like enchanted fairyland. That Billion enjoyed it was shown by the lightening rapidity with which he flicked and waved his feathery antennae. His
whole face was replete with expression. At that moment there appeared before him a hermit crab, seemingly like himself, but diEering slightly in
coloring and in the character of the winkle shell that he inhabited. It is written in the mysterious book of nature that each hermit crab shall regard
the habitation of his neighbor as vastly superior to his own, and this strange fact underlies the pugnacity of the tiny creatures...
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