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information. The availability of information on the Web means that laypeople can now access primary research with remarkable ease. But this
access is meaningful only if they know how to evaluate the claims. While avoiding all statistical formalism, this text provides students with a
useable understanding of statistical and scientific reasoning. This understanding should enable them not only to evaluate information from polls
and scientific studies, but also to make use of this understanding in their own decision making. It does not suppose a mathematical or technical
background. It focuses on making reasonable use of statistical information, not merely avoiding being misled. Cartoons are used to illustrate
concepts. It also includes illustrations.
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