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Summary: The Va de la Plata was originally a Roman Road linking Asturias in the north of Spain with the port of Cadiz in the south. Its name, which
means The Silver Route, dates from the Roman period when it was used to transport silver from the mines of Asturias to the Mediterranean port of
Cadiz and onward by ship to Rome. Beginning in about the 9th century, as Santiago de Compostela was becoming known as a Christian pilgrimage
site, it also began to be used by pilgrims travelling to and from the tomb of St James the Apostle. In the 1980s the revival of the Camino Francs as a
walking route renewed interested in the Va de la Plata. Numbers of pilgrims increased slowly over the years peaking at 14,197 in Holy Year 2010, and
since then constant at about 9,000 a year. In contrast to the Camino Francs, the busiest times on the Va de la Plata are spring and autumn. The
extreme summer heat in southern Spain makes June, July and August the preserve of a small number of hardy souls.Today the Va de la Plata has
become a popular alternative to the Camino Francs for people looking for solitude and a more authentic Camino experience (with its
accompanying diGiculties).This guide covers the Va de la Plata from Seville to Astorga, and the Camino Sanabrs, which branches from the Va de la
Plata and arrives in Santiago through southern Galicia. People often use the term Va de la Plata to refer to the combination of these two routes. This
new edition, updated in August 2014, includes the following information: - Updated and improved maps- Notes on the towns and...
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