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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1837 Excerpt: .calumny. Chemistry was what he most delighted in, and in this
pursuit he was said to be actuated by an unholy curiosity to read and influence his future destinies. Of a sarcastic spirit, that despised and mocked
humanity, the duke perhaps encouraged these opinions of him in order to cater to his own amusement. The cry of suspicion was now serious. The
court entertained it. The people clamoured about the Palais Royal, and were only prevented by the police from breaking in and tearing the poisoner
in pieces. To such accusers the duke scorned to justify himself. He sought however an interview with the king, who, worn with sorrow and
tormented with suspicion, granted it. Orleans demanded to be sent to the Bastille, confronted with witnesses, and tried. Louis for answer could but
shrug his shoulders. The monarch s mind was paralysed with his misfortune. The duke s teacher of chemistry was arrested; and there the matter
ended. Posterity seems to have acquitted Orleans of the crime; but his contemporaries, more credulous, were far from resigning themselves to the
same opinion. Some indeed accused the house of Austria; and the absurdity of this supposition, upheld by many creditable persons, has the effect
of invalidating the other. But none at that time dared to doubt the agency of poison. Conferences for peace had opened at Utrecht in the
commencement of 1712. It was no longer Marlborough but the duke of Ormond, who now commanded in Flanders. He...
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