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*****.FRIENDS have oGen advised the publication of the following Conferences. For a long time I hesitated to act upon this suggestion, as I cannot
claim for them entire originality. They are bouquets of flowers gathered in years gone by from various gardens to suit my own taste, and for the
pleasure and comfort of those to whom they were presented. Perhaps their fragrance is suHicient to gratify and embalm other souls dear to the
Sacred Heart. If so, may the Divine Master breathe through these blossoms the sweetness of love and the perfume of grace long aGer he who culled
them has gone to rest from his humble labors. T HERE is a distinction to be made between faith and devotion. We cannot be devout without faith,
but we may have faith without devotion. The doctrines of faith do not grow; they are always the same; but devotion to these doctrines may and
does grow; in other words, the objects of faith are always the same, but they are not always felt, and in consequence, the same honors and the same
love are not always rendered them. Thus the sun in the spring-time will have to shine many days before it is able to melt the frost, open the soil, and
bring out the leaves; yet it shines out from the first, though it makes its power felt but gradually. In like manner some truth may shine out in the
Church for a long time, before it is fully seized and realized and melts men s hearts into love and veneration of it. Moreover, just as the sun thaws in
spring-time some particles of snow and ice more...
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