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Casemate Books, United States, 2015. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. War s Nomads is an evocative account of
one man s experience of life in a mobile radar unit aCer the battle of El Alamein as Rommel s AfrikaKorps was relentlessly pursued across the desert
through Egypt, Libya and Tunisia by the Eighth Army. It is the only known detailed account in existence of the small radar units who played a key
part in the Western Desert Campaign. A budding professional writer and grammar school master, Fred Grice had a keen eye for detail and ear for
language, which he assiduously employed aCer he was called up in 1941, keeping two journals of his experiences. The first, On DraC deals with
waiting to embark aCer initial training, with the journey to the battle zone, and the privations of a low-ranking AC. Daily life on board ship is vividly
brought to life with details of routine, the cramped conditions, the banter and pastimes used to pass the time by the troops, and the by contrast
luxurious existence of the oHicers. The second, Erk in the Desert gives a detailed account of the activities of Unit 606, a radar crew that follows just
behind the battlefront. 606 provides radio-detection for the advanced landing grounds being used by RAF fighter-bomber squadrons, because
these landing strips, in turn, are the target of the German LuCwaHe and the Italian Air Force attacks. 606 was a tiny unit, never more than 10 men,
oCen operating for protracted periods in complete isolation. Fred s account vividly and lyrically evokes the landscape and the oCen tense and
dangerous environment they operated in, pitching the reader into the experience of travelling with the unit in a 3-ton lorry, finding ingenious
solutions to lack of rations...
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