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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2012. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.It was inevitable that the airman s perspective regarding the employment of airpower in an operational theater would surface in
North Africa, the first major American oEensive of World War II. The publication of Field Manuals (FM) 31-35, Aviation in Support of Ground Forces,
and 100-20, Command and Employment of Air Power, was a manifestation of how airmen looked at the command of airpower, the selection of
missions, and the assignment of priorities. The institutionalized conflict between soldiers and airmen over air employment that raised its head in
Africa continues, regardless of the recorded combat experiences of, and the individual rapport among, field commanders. North Africa provided a
stage to expose these deep-seated conflicting views of airpower. The soldier viewed the war in terms of brigades, divisions, corps, and armies; some
saw the application of airpower as being in direct support of their own combat formations. The airman, on the other hand, saw the application of
airpower in terms of the entire theater of operations; therefore, he saw it employed in situations and against enemy forces presenting the greatest
threat in the theater. The establishment of three priorities for air missions-superiority, interdiction, and close air support- was a focus of his
perspective of theater air operations. Historical experience greatly aEected the advocacy of this theater-wide operational scheme, particularly the
way airpower was initially commanded and employed in North Africa. Along with an air campaign needing a focus to gain control of the air and
interdict the battlefield, there was a need to reorganize the command structure. In essence, the decision to establish a tactical and strategic air
force under a single air commander (Northwest African Air Forces under Gen Carl...
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