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Edition Axel Menges, Germany, 2002. Hardback. Condition: New. Bilingual. Language: German,English . Brand New Book. Text in English and
German. The church rises to the challenge of providing a spiritual centre for Donau City, the new residential and commercial centre on the opposite
bank of the Danube -- not as an act of coronation for the city in the sense of Taut s urban crown, as a temple or cathedral, but as miniature, as a
demonstration of the power of the quiet as opposed to the loud, as an oasis in the diaspora , to use Karl Rahner s formulation about the parishes of
the future. The building gives an impression of starkness: a hard cube, cut oG at the corners, clad with sheets of black chromium steel. But it is only
stark at first glance. A second glance shows that the hardness is a friendly hardness: because of the reflections that the material admits; because of
the grid of the large-format sheets, to which the brightly gleaming drill-holes that cover the walls like fine gossamer respond; because of circular
apertures that allow light to shine outwards aIer dark; because of large, rectangular windows in the receding corners that create a contrast with
the closed quality of the building. Inside the starkness gives way altogether: a light space, which one comes into through an art-fully designed
entrance. Originally a sparse covering for the space, which thrives mainly because of the light material -- birch wood -, because of the arrangement
of the pews, which is as lively as it is peaceful -- segments of circles of diGerent sizes, surrounding the dark syenite altar block in the form of an open
circle -- and especially because of the wide range of circular light sources that render the introverted interior transparent, the...
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