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Edward Everett on the French Question, in the House of Representatives of the United States, on the 7th of February and 2d of March, 1835: With the
Reports of the Majority and Minority of the Committee of Foreign AEairs, on the Same Subject Mr. Everett continued: I was for acting as promptly
and as boldlg as the gentleman. It was precisely a prompt and bold course whio I desired. I was not for war, nor reprisals, in the state of ad airs then
existing; and we are now told that neither of these measures was contemplated by any member of the House. What, then, could we have done
promptly and boldly? We could have done this. We could have taken up the subject as one of eminent importance, ad mitting no delay in the
consideration of the House. We could have shown the justice of the American side of the question in the strongest terms. We could have uttered the
feeling and views of this House, in the strongest and most emphatic language. Having shown the justice of our claims, we could have expressed our
resolute determination to stand upon our rights under the treaty. Our firm purpose not to relax one tittle, nor recede one inch, and we could have
adduced the reasons, - and such reasons there were, which might be urged in support of the opinion, that France would yet do us justice. I would
have had a report of this character, bold, firm, and pacific, and would have hoped for it the unanimous concurrence of this House. And here, sir, I.
Should have been ia clined to amp. I would have had the rights of...
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