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***** Had enough of religious fundamentalism? Disillusioned with traditional religions? Can t understand where all the craziness comes from? Well,
if you re seeking real answers to tough questions, then this is the book for you. Stirringly original, and supported by twelve pages of illustrations,
this updated edition of Psychology, Symbolism, and the Sacred is a dynamic and entertaining read that offers some truly original insights on issues
that concern us all. Based upon his own personal experiences in education, psychology, and religious ministry, Manning tackles the world s ongoing
religious problem (as he sees it) with courage, tenacity, and forthrightness. Opening the book with an expose of classic religious dysfunctions
Manning argues that religion s position in an increasingly global society needs to be urgently re-evaluated. Citing the dramatic evidence of
archetypal themes and motifs in history, Manning shows how today s authoritarian institutions are the disturbing remnants of a Dark-Ages
mentality that still pervade the world s most popular religions. Terrorism, so-called holy wars, and pernicious ecclesiastic abuses for example, are
each born of a general credulity; a sometimes-willing state of collective ignorance; and a disturbing tendency on the part of far too many religionists
towards sectarian elitism. Such attitudes have no place in an increasingly integrated and better-educated world. In discussions exploring the
differences between education and indoctrination, and between reality and superstition, Manning shows how no other social institution presumes
the right to indoctrinate the young and credulous in ideologies that not only fly in the face of scientific facts, but all too often fuel the divisions and
animosities that nurture some of society s most pernicious evils. Relying on the evidence of history, Manning...
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