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Createspace, United States, 2012. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Some states
require voters at a polling place to produce photographic identification (photo ID) before casting a ballot. Such requirements have emerged as a
controversial issue in the 2012 presidential election, and they are the focus of this report. Since 2008, almost half the states have enacted laws,
many in 2012, relating to voter identification, with several containing photo ID requirements. In contrast, while several bills with voter identification
provisions have been introduced in the 112th Congress, none have received committee or floor consideration. About 30 states require voters to
provide some form of identification when voting in person, although few require such documentation for absentee voters. Seven of these states
require a photo ID for polling-place voting but permit alternatives such as signing an affidavit for voters without an ID. With respect to what type of
photo ID is acceptable and what happens if a voter does not have it, no two states are the same. Four states-Georgia, Indiana, Kansas, and
Tennessee-permit only voters who present a photo ID to cast a ballot, with few exceptions. Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, and Wisconsin
recently enacted similarly strict photo ID requirements that are not in effect at present because of court or U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) actions.
In 2008, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the Indiana voter photo ID law under the U.S. Constitution on equal protection grounds. However, in more
recent cases, the question being considered is whether such laws violate relevant state constitutions. Whether voter photo ID laws comport with
the Voting Rights Act (VRA) has also recently been considered by the courts and DOJ. Section 5 of the VRA requires certain states and jurisdictions to
obtain preclearance from either...
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