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*****.The recruiting sergeant asked me what I d been doing in civilian life, and I told him that I was assistant veterinarian, in Chilton County,
Alabama, and had worked for Dr. Parrish, who was the country veterinarian. So he immediately put me in the medics. There was some sense in that,
because in World War I and World War II, medics treated men and any animal. We treated horses and dogs, and the medics manual showed
anatomies for men and horses. We just gave bigger doses of medication to horses. The Army had cavalry, until 1941 when the cavalry became
mechanized. As we approached the last few hundred yards, we began to draw intense small arms fire, as well as mortar and artillery fire, from a
couple of concealed bunkers. We got oD in the water waste or chest deep for some guys, and we had so much equipment on some of the guys
started sinkin , And we were drawin tremendous amounts of small arms fire, some mortar fire, some artillery fire to. Almost as soon as the ramp
went down, guys started gettin hit with small-arms fire. It was a situation where it was hard to move in the water; guys were sick from runnin
around in that little boat on the rough sea; and it was just diDicult gettin the guys out of the water; and there was a sand bar about half way in from
where we got off the LCVP and our first task was to get to that sand bar and then from there to the beach where the tide had washed in some debris,
and where we might have some cover....
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