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Brill, Netherlands, 2000. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 218 x 150 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. This book oCers a close analysis of
the Old French fabliaux, that medieval corpus of short comic tales in narrative verse celebrated (sometimes notorious) for their irreverence and
sexual content. It picks out certain key images - such as gambling, illness, and damnation - which develop into themes and motifs running through
all the texts, and which add layers of ironic patterning to the essential subject-matter and narrative of each fabliau. These elements, in many
respects the small print of the joke, furnish the comic text with many rhythms and echoes, all contributing to the ludic, adversarial nature of the
text. They are extremely flexible, serving as a rhetoric of depiction that extends from broad comic motif to the lightest triggering of a mocking smile.
This volume will be of interest to all students of medieval culture, Old French literature, and the development of the short or comic narrative.
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