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0.3in.CHAPTER I THE PRINCESS NEXT DOOR THE thin young man with the glossy hat got out of the cab at the end of the street, and looked
somewhat distrustfully down that street; glanced with equal distrust at the cabman. A man lounging against the corner public-house, as though to
keep that British institution from falling, and leaving him without refreshment, got away from it, and inserted himself between the driver and the
fare, ready to give information or advice to both, on the strength of being a local resident. Are you quite sure that this is Arcadia Street asked the
young man in the glossy hat. He had a thin, meagre, precise sort of voicedelicate and mincing. Carnt yer see it wrote up demanded the driver,
pointing with his whip to the blank wall that formed one side of the street. Wotjer think I should want to drop yer in the wrong place for He was a
cross driver, for he had already been driving about in the wilds of Islington in search of Arcadia Street for a long time, and he was doubtful whether
or not that fact would be remembered in the fare. Yusthis is Arcadia Street, guvnor, said the man from the public-house. You take it from me; Ive bin
ere, man an boy, since before I could remember. Wot part of it was you wantin, sir But the young man had already given the cabman a substantial
fare, and had turned away. The man from the public-house jogged along a little behind him, eager to be of service for a consideration to a man to
whom a shilling or two seemed to mean nothing at all;...
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