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Some Early Treatises on Technological Chemistry Gilding and silvering were largely practised, and the giving of a yellow and white appearance to
other metals without the use of either gold and silver was oDen employed. But the method of distinguishing between true and imitation gold by
streak and aquafortis is described also. Mercury was much employed for the purposes above mentioned. Cinnabar was made from it artifically by
heating it with sulphur; and sublimate is also referred to. Copper was quite familiar. Besides being gilt, silvered, and tinned, it was converted into
verdigris by acetic acid, from which a green colour was obtained; by the action of calamine it was made into brass; it was whitened by treatment
with arsenic. Lead was used in cupellation and liquation: it was converted into white lead by the action of acetic acid, and the process closely
resembled that pursued at the present day; red lead was made by heating it in a furnace; and the so-called lac virginis was made by digesting
litharge got in cupellation with acetic acid. Tin was used chiefly for coating other metals and for alloying. Bismuth is mentioned; a fusible alloy was
employed for making casts; it was got by melting together lead, tin, and bismuth. This therefore is a very old alloy. Of the compounds of iron, green
vitriol and crocus martis are mentioned, as well as the red solution of ferric acetate. Antimony is only mentioned in connection with the purification
of gold. White arsenic, orpiment, and realgar, are referred to. Arsenic was used for whitening copper. It was fused with saltpetre, and the residue
(consisting mainly of potassic arseniate) was called fixed arsenic. A...
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