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***x* Excerpt from Text-Books in American History: A Report Presented by the Committee on Text-Books, October 15, 1898 In submitting to the
Association the first report of the Committee on Text-books, it seems proper that a statement of the principles on which the Committee have
proceeded should first be made. The Committee early reached the conclusion that a practical, rather than a purely theoretical, treatment of the
field allotted to it was not only most in harmony with the examples set in previous meetings of the Association, but was also likely to prove of most
interest and value to teachers, whether within or without our own membership. Accordingly, it was decided to choose for the first report a
particular portion of the historical field now generally cultivated by secondary schools, to examine critically a selected list of textbooks in that field,
and to offer such observations on the general text-book situation in that department as seemed either naturally suggested or particularly called for
by our investigations. For the present report the Committee have chosen American history. A number of well-known text-books have been carefully
examined, in accordance with an uniform plan, and some of the results embodied in the pamphlet which has been placed in your hands. It is hardly
necessary to say that the list of books chosen makes no pretensions to completeness; indeed, it probably includes less than half of the text-books in
American history still used, more or less widely, in the schools. The aim has been, rather, to make the list representative of the general average of
books now in use, particularly in New England. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands...
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