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state activity at least accidently also affects religious groups it is quite obvious that church-state
separation cannot be demanded absolutely. Accordingly the task must be to determine when a
state crosses the permissible line. It is hardly surprising that this line drawing is a matter of
particular delicacy in the area of public education. Religion and education both form crucial
cornerstones of shaping a youth's personality. Apart from the parents it is often the state that
undertakes the education of children. It is quite obvious that state neutrality and protection of
religious freedom is particularly important in this area, where young children are strongly exposed
to state influence. Accordingly many parents will keep a weary eye on the state's non-interference
with their children's beliefs. On the other hand there are comprehensible reasons why religion may
well have its place in the public educational system too. If religion plays such an important role in
the self-development of adolescents does...
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