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***x* Excerpt from Hardwicke s Science-Gossip: An Illustrated Medium of Interchange and Gossip for Students and Lovers of Nature The nests of the
Termites, or White Ants, are very common in India; but although so common, there is not one person in a thousand who has seen the internal
economy of one of these wonderful abodes. | had often wished to do so, and although | had resided very many years in the country, during most of
which | had studied natural history and collected specimens, it was not until twenty years or more had passed that | had an opportunity. This was at
Etawah, N.-W. Provinces, in 18077, and the result was so curious and interesting that | think it worth recording in Science-Gossip, whose pages are
devoted to such topics. | had offered a reward for a queen white ant, and at the same time | determined to dig for one myself; not that the natives
were not well aware of the locality of her abode, but that they would not take the trouble to dig her out. | had observed several mounds formed by
these insects near the gate of the court-house, and one morning, taking with me three men, I dug up the hard-baked soil in their midst. There were
five of these conical elevations, the highest being the central. This was about a foot and a half above the level of the plain, whilst the four smaller
ones, which were placed at the corners of a square of perhaps five feet, in the midst of which stood the chief one, or citadel, were each perhaps
eightinches in height. It was on the...
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