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*****. [.]Philadelphia, and but two months had elapsed since the adjournment of the Congress; and while the infant was in the nurse s arms, his
father was drawing, probably in the same room with him, a reply to the conciliatory propositions of Lord North, to be oGered in the House of
Burgesses. His youthful ears were stunned by the firing of the guns of the Virginia regiments drawn up in Waller s Grove, when the news of the
passage by Congress of the Declaration of Independence of the Fourth of July, 1776, reached Williamsburgh; and, as he was beginning to walk, he
was startled by the roar of cannon when the victory of Saratoga was celebrated with every demonstration of joy throughout the land. As a boy of
seven he heard the booming of the distant artillery at Yorktown; and he might have seen the faces of the old and the young brightening with hope,
when the Articles of Confederation, which preceded the present Federal Constitution, having been ratified at last by all the States, [.].
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