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1824 Application of the Stethoscope to the Diagnosis of Fractures. Arch. Gen. De M ed. Aout 1825, ii. - M. Lisfranc, the well known lecturer on
operative surgery at Paris, has completely succeeded in realizing a conjecture started some time ago by Laennec, with regard to the applicability of
his stethoscope to the diagnosis of fractures. With the aid of this instrument, he avers that no surgeon can ever remain in doubt as to the existence
of a fracture in any part cf the body, except the head. The tume faction around the injury can never be so considerable as to obscure the crepitation
entirely; and the slightest possible movements are suHicient to produce the requisite sound. The following general rules have been established by
frequent observation, both on the dead and on the living body. 1. The instrument may be applied over the seat of fracture with or without the end-
piece; but the farther it is removed from the seat of injury, the sound is the more distinct when the end-piece is removed. 2. When the bone is near
the surface, the sound is always most distinct; the slightest motion elicits it; and it is most sensible just over the fracture. Hence we may thus
discover the precise seat of the injury. 3. The crepitation diminishes as the instru ment recedes from the fracture, yet may be felt at a very great
distance. 4. When the bone rides, the sound is less obvious; but it becomes more distinct aJer extension and counter-extension. 5. The crepitation
of...
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