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States. Excerpt: . . . 11 Our year-to-date room demand is up 3. 9 percent through July 2002 and many other economic signs are positive for our
community that is significantly dependent on tourism. Our belief is that our Midwestern, small town location, as well as the pre-dominance of
visitors who drive to our destination, as opposed to flying, have been positive attributes under these particular circumstances. In addition, our
history of overt patriotism, genuine hospitality, and family values seem to be in perfect align-ment with the current mood of our nation and
disposition of the traveling public. TESTIMONY The tragedies of September 11, 2001 created an immediate impact in our vital tourism community of
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