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***x* Excerpt from The Changing and the Permanent in Liberal Education Among the many movements affecting the higher interests of society
during recent decades none has been more conspicuous than that which has modified collegiate education. Marked tendencies toward change
have made headway, and concession has been more common than opposition. Have we then a new education? Have traditional methods and aims
been superseded? Do the changes touch what is vital, or are the best values conserved? Is a reaction to be desired, or shall the present trend go on?
These are questions to which an intelligent answer can be given, only as we search for elements fixed and variable, and so discover the changing
and the permanent in liberal education. It is not a question, of new subjects or new methods of advanced instruction, for education and instruction
are not identical. Higher instruction may be quite different from liberal education. Moreover, the term liberal does not necessarily mean bountiful.
Plentifulness of subjects does not guarantee liberal training. Higher education, in order to be liberal, must have a distinctive scope, aim, and spirit.
Its extent does not make it so, but rather its content and intent. Knowledge sought and used only as equipment for an occupation, a trade, a
profession, may be marvelously minute and extensive, but it is not liberal. We must distinguish, as Plato did, those studies which are pursued not
with the view of making any of them a profession, but only as a part of education, and because a private gentleman and a freeman ought to know
them. So the liberal arts of the mediaeval time were those deemed necessary to freemen, and deficient...
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