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along the curves on each side, till at each end they support and add strength to the timber both of the sides and the decks, for the whole length of
the ship, by which the longest ship would be in less danger of spiinging a leak, even if grounded a midship on a falling tide. All our public ships are
well built and highly finished; even our medley farmers sometimes undertake to form models and to build merchant vessels of 90 to 200 tons, with
little or no instruction Their general rules are, by endeavoring to imitate the belly of a duck or a fish, for the hull, and to have the extreme breadth
within one third of the whole length from the stem, to have an easy entrance and true curve lines, with no hollow for the entire and clean run of the
ship, however trimmed or ladened, that if possible, no dead water, as it is called, may follow her in her most rapid motion: but the combined
diDiculties to encounter in the entire construction a id rigging a ship, involving as they do, the utmost stretch of mechanical and mathematical skill,
as well as nautical experience of the varied actions and counter-actions of the elements, oFen at war with each othe, and gravity opposed to both;
all these difficulties make the entire art of ship-building the most complex of any of human...
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