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Rc Publishing, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 216 x 140 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.This book covers wick-type kerosene lamps and lanterns. It s for users, not antique dealers. How can we generate LIGHT? That is the question.
Fuel substitutes, safety, operating procedures, maintenance, repair, and various lamp styles are the topics. Things to look for when buying used.
Cost eHectiveness. Homemade lamps. Candlepower. Those are the subjects discussed. Collector value? Never mentioned. This book covers, of
course, the simple flat-wick lamps sold today in every Walmart and Family Dollar. But there s quite a bit more to it than that. As a young adult, I
happened to be at my parent s home one evening when a blackout occurred. My mother sent me to check on an elderly woman, a 90-year-old
family friend, who lived alone. When she came to the door, I was dazzled by the kerosene lamp she had burning in the living room. Whereas the
kerosene lamp my parents kept tucked away for emergencies gave oH light on par with a 7-watt nightlight, this woman s lamp was more like a 40-
watt light bulb. It was not a Coleman lantern that hissed or needed pumping up. It was merely a wick-fed table lamp that ran on kerosene, a Rayo. I
later discovered that Rayos were on the market twenty years before Colemans. The Rayo wick, instead of being flat, was tubular, like a sock. The
fire at the top of the wick formed a ring. Light output was striking. When I got home and told my mother about it, she said, Oh yes. And in England
they used to have Duplex lamps. They had two wicks instead of one. That s what they used during the War....
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