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indicate that maneuver battalion commanders fall short in making sound decisions once operations commence. Decision theory indicates that
experience is central to decision making, and confidence is positively related to making rapid decisions under conditions of uncertainty. Two
hypotheses were developed predicting a positive relationship between the amount of tactical experience that a combat arms officer has and his
confidence about making combat decisions. Survey data enabled satisfactory testing of the hypotheses. Subjects included all Infantry and Armor
officers attending Command and General Staff Officer Course, 1996-97. The survey captured all subjects professional experience, in months, and
measured confidence about decisions they made in response to three tactical vignettes. As predicted, analysis revealed a significant positive
relationship between one s amount of tactical experience and his confidence about combat decision making. Increased tactical experience
enhances a maneuver battalion commander s confidence about combat decision making, enabling him, perhaps, to make the speedier decisions
that retain the initiative on the battlefield. Implications for professional development of combat arms officers are addressed, and issues requiring
further research set forth.
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