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eggs, and to improve weight gain and feed conversion in a variety of food animals. Many antibiotics, in addition, have been esseptial tools in the
elucidation of specific cellular functions. Genetic engineering, for example, would not be what it is today without the use of antibiotics in the
selection of easily determined genetic markers. Production of antibiotics involves a diverse group of professionals: the fermentation technologist,
the bioengineer, the extraction chemist. To im prove productivity, an understanding of the biosynthetic pathway and the mechanisms of its control
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