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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.A Simple Story is one of those books which, for some reason or other, have failed to come down to us, as they deserved, along the current of
time, but have driDed into a literary backwater where only the professional critic or the curious discoverer can find them out. The iniquity of
oblivion blindly scattereth her poppy; and nowhere more blindly than in the republic of letters. If we were to inquire how it has happened that the
true value of Mrs. Inchbald s achievement has passed out of general recognition, perhaps the answer to our question would be found to lie in the
extreme diGiculty with which the mass of readers detect and appreciate mere quality in literature. Their judgment is swayed by a hundred side-
considerations which have nothing to do with art, but happen easily to impress the imagination, or to fit in with the fashion of the hour. The
reputation of Mrs. Inchbald s contemporary, Fanny Burney, is a case in point. Every one has heard of Fanny Burney s novels, and Evelina is still
widely read. Yet it is impossible to doubt that, so far as quality alone is concerned, Evelina deserves to be ranked considerably below A Simple
Story. But its writer was the familiar friend of the greatest spirits of her age; she was the author of one of the best of diaries; and her work was
immediately and immensely popular. Thus it has happened that the name of Fanny Burney has maintained its place upon the roll of English
novelists, while that of Mrs. Inchbald is forgotten.
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