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***x* Excerpt from Poetry and the Child Upon this planet there dwell two strange races of people. The first is a tribe small of stature and delicate of
limb, the members of which make their way into civilized society one by one, arriving among us entirely unable to look after themselves and quite
ignorant of our language. Were it not that we take pity on their helplessness, they would perish miserably thousands, indeed, do so every year - but
the majority are welcomed to our houses, fed and clothed by us, and, after a little while, they learn our speech and something of our habits. Yet for
the brief space of their existence - a matter of about a dozen years - they remain as strangers among us. They tolerate our patronage and submit to
our correction; they even court our admiration and our love. But they take little interest in the things we prize most; their ideals are not our ideals,
and they seem to have acquired, in the country from which they came, a standard of values which can with difficulty be adjusted to the facts of this
rough-and-tumble world. Moreover they see a universe quite different from that which is familiar to us. Our eyes are lamps in which the oil of reason
more or less brightly burns to illuminate the hard and commonplace road of life; their eyes are charmed magic casements through which the moon
of imagination pours, bathing the whole landscape in the light which never was on sea or land. One who was for a time a member of this little folk
has described their universe in a memorable passage: The...
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