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***x* Excerpt from The Essentials of Arithmetic, Oral and Written, Vol. 1 This book is designed for use within the third-, fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-year
grades of public schools. Whether it shall be used three years or four depends upon the length of the course and the time allotted to the subject of
arithmetic. It assumes such knowledge of numbers as may generally be acquired in the pupil s first two school years. The present tendency to
subordinate arithmetic to other studies is recognized, and hence some subjects, hitherto made prominent in text-books, have been presented less
fully, or altogether omitted. In the preparation of the book two objects have been constantly in view: first, the training of the pupil in thinking and
reasoning about matters involving the use of numbers. This has been mainly done by dealing with small numbers only, and with such subjects as
the subsequent needs of the pupil will require him to know and use. The second object has been to secure through abundant and varied exercises
and practice the accuracy and facility in the more mechanical uses of numbers required by the demands of business. The work to be done has been
arranged, not topically on the assumption that one subject is to be finished before even the elements of another are begun, but in the order of study
which prevails in the best schools. An ample index, however, is available for those who may still prefer the old plan. Oral and written exercises in the
same subject are presented generally on opposite pages, and in nearly equal number. Principles and processes are developed and taught without
formal rules by induction, illustrations,...
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