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***** A teacher pours her energy into an after-school ballet program even as she is dying from an autoimmune disease. A student wakes up at 4:30
a.m. every day to get on a public bus in search of a good education. A gay teacher comes out of the closet during a social justice lesson. A young
refugee from Burundi finds her strength and rhythm in music class. These stories -- often lost in the national debate over how to fix American public
schools -- can be found in this book. The stories contained in this book, first published in the New Haven Independent and culled from hundreds of
stories on New Haven s school reform experiment, offer a human look at the complex challenges facing the effort to improve our nation s schools -
and a glimpse at some small triumphs along the way. The national school reform debate has polarized the nation. Discussions about charter
schools, Teach For America, and teachers unions often devolve into such profound disagreement that opposing sides seem to speak different
languages - and lose sight of the experiences of the students and teachers they are arguing about. This book aims to bring forward those students
and teachers voices - voices from a city that is defying a national trend toward bitter public battles over how to educate poor and minority kids. As
cities like Chicago, New York and Washington, D.C. locked horns with teachers unions over attempted reforms, educators and policymakers in New
Haven have moved ahead with a collaborative approach to improve city schools. The collaboration has gained national admirers across the
ideological spectrum -- from U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan...
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