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***xx Somewhere out in the night a woman was crying, crying desolately. The sad, rather monotonous sound broke the silence of the street and
floated through the open window of a room where Micky Mellowes was wondering how the deuce he should get through the long evening lying
before him. Micky was in a bad temper. It was not often that he was in a bad temper, but he had begun the day by waking with a headache, which
was still with him, and which accounted for the wide open window and the breath of icy air which was filling the room and fluttering the curtains;
and half an hour ago some people with whom he had been going to dine had rung up and told him that the party was off owing to the sudden death
of a relative, thereby leaving the evening long and empty on his hands.
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