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*reex Art, with its finite means, cannot hope to record the infinite variety and com-plexity of Nature, and so contents itself with a partial statement,
addressing this to the imagination for the full and perfect meaning. This inadequation, and the artificial ad-justments which it involves, are
tolerated by right of what is known as artistic convention; and as each art has its own particular limitations, so each has its own particular
conventions. Sculpture reproduces the forms of Nature, but discards the color without any shock to our ideas of verity; Painting gives us the color,
but not the third dimension, and we are satisfied; and Architecture ispurely conventional, since it does not even aim at the imitation of natural form.
The Conventions of Line Drawing, Of the kindred arts which group themselves under the head of Painting, none is based on such broad conventions
as that with which we are immediately concerned-the art of Pen Drawing. In this medium, Nature s variety of color, when not positively ignored, is
suggested by means of sharp black lines, of varying thickness, placed more or less closely together upon white paper; while natural form depends
primarily for its representation upon arbitrary boundary lines. There is, of course, no authority in Na-ture for a positive outline: we see objects only
by the difference in color of the other objects behind and around them. The technical capacity of the pen and ink medium, however, does not
provide a value corresponding to every natural one, so that a broad interpretation has to be adopted which eliminates the less positive values; and,
that form may not likewise be sacrificed, the outline becomes necessary, that light objects may stand relieved against...
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