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linguistics, and grammar; handicap, handwriting, Indo-European, intonation, Japanese, and Kannada; language learning and teaching, language
planning, machine translation, morphology, and motherese; names, national languages, onomastics, phonetics, phonology, and prescriptivism;
reading, rebuses, semantics, signing, speech synthesis, spelling, and stylistics; taboos, typology, universals, the voice, and voice-prints; wolf-
children, writing, Xhosa, Yoruba, and Zulu . Any list can only begin to convey the enormous diversity, complexity, and intrinsic fascination of the
human faculty of language which is celebrated in The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language. Carefully developed to present an exceptionally wide
range of information in a lively, readable and visually exciting way, it provides the general reader with a succinct, thematic account of language
variety, history, structure, and behaviour. Above all it responds to the everyday questions that arise when, for example, teachers face multilingual
classrooms, parents listen to their children beginning to talk or read, or professionals consider the practical applications of linguistic research. At
the same time the encyclopedia reflects a deeper level of interest, arising out of the researcher's attempt to find patterns and principles in what we
observe: the neurolinguist's study of the brain's functions; the speech scientist's investigation of speech and hearing mechanisms; or the linguist's
comparative study of the languages of the world, whether spoken by hundreds or by millions. David Crystal's departure from conventional
alphabetical principles has meant that the major Parts of the encyclopedia are organized in the most logical and natural way and the text written
throughout in his easy and accessible style. Nevertheless, the Glossary (of over 1000 terms), the Table of the world's languages, and the substantial
indexes included...
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