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***x* Excerpt from Report of the Committee Appointed in November, 1914: To Investigate the Relations of Departmental Libraries in the University
of Chicago The co-ordination of Departmental Libraries with one another and with the General Library is a question more acute, perhaps, at the
University of Chicago than elsewhere. Nevertheless the problems involved should be of interest to all large university libraries. Following the
example of a similar committee of the University of Glasgow, the University of Chicago Committee has therefore decided to make the report of its
investigations available in printed form. It is thought that not only members of the Faculty and administrative officers of the University of Chicago,
but also officers of other universities and libraries confronted by similar conditions, may find the report of assistance. Particularly should the
answers from the large university libraries to the list of questions sent out by the Committee prove of value for comparison and reference. Report of
Committee on Department Libraries The establishment in 1892 of a considerable number of Departmental Libraries and their subsequent
development without adequate co-ordination or central control of purchases, catalogues, classification systems, and rules had by 1914 led to a
condition which clearly demanded the attention of the Board of Libraries. After some discussion of the difficulties and problems involved, a
Committee was appointed, consisting of the following: E. D. Burton, R. R. Bensley, H. G. Gale, C. H. Judd, J. M. Manly, E. T. Merrill, R. D. Salisbury. W.
I. Thomas, and J. C. M. Hanson. Certain suggestions were drawn up and submitted to the Committee, as follows: 1. Study the reports on
Departmental Libraries, other data, and exhibits illustrating present conditions...
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