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"Readings from the Ancient Near East" takes the student through a wide variety of primary source texts from the ancient Near East that illuminate
every book of the Old Testament. It is the companion volume to "Encountering the Old Testament", coauthored by Bill Arnold and Bryan Beyer.The

editors have compiled this volume with the beginning Old Testament student in mind. The selections are intended to move a learner with little or
no knowledge of the ancient Near East to a basic understanding of its significant texts and authors. Texts spanning more than two thousand years
include Sumerian creation accounts, epic literature from Mesopotamia, cultic ritual texts from Egypt, and prophetic references from Syria.
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