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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Illustrated. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on

Demand ***** WHEN the world was in its childhood, men looked upon the works of Nature with a strange kind of awe. They fancied that every thing
upon the earth, in the air, or in the water, had a life like their own, and that every sight which they saw, and every sound which they heard, was

caused by some intelligent being. All men were poets, so far as their ideas and their modes of expression were concerned, although it is not likely
that any of them wrote poetry. This was true in regard to the Saxon in his chilly northern home, as well as to the Greek in the sunny southland. In the
north a different story was told, but the meaning was the same. Sometimes men told how Odin (the All-Father) had become angry with Brunhild
(the maid of spring), and had wounded her with the thorn of sleep, and how all the castle in which she slept was wrapped in deathlike slumber until
Sigurd or Siegfried (the sunbeam) rode through flaming fire, and awakened her with a kiss. Sometimes men told how Loki (heat) had betrayed
Balder (the sunlight), and had induced blind old Hoder (the winter months) to slay him, and how all things, living and inanimate, joined in weeping
for the bright god, until Hela (death) should permit him to revisit the earth for a time. So, too, when the sun arose, and drove away the darkness and
the hidden terrors of the night, our ancestors thought of the story of a noble young hero slaying a hideous dragon, or taking possession of the
golden treasures of Mist Land. And when the springtime came, and the earth renewed...
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