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published a decade ago in Chinese, provides a useful reminder of the continuing utility of old fashioned approaches, as well as their limitations.
Through a meticulous reconstruction of the available evidence on what Soviet, Chinese, and North Korean diplomats and decision-makers said to
each other, Chinese scholar Shen Zhihua provides a vivid account of the origins and course of the Korean War from the Communist side, especially
the period before the commencement of armistice negotiations in July 1951." - Dr. William W. Stueck, Department of History , The University of
Georgia, U.S.A., in e-International Relations, 2012 "Shen Zhihua is one of China''s foremost Cold War historians, [known for his] unusually
dispassionate and archive-based treatment of a politically sensitive episode in China''s modern history, its so-called ''War to Resist America and
Assist Korea.'' Now, thanks to translator Neil Silver, a retired US diplomat, Shen''s illuminating writings on the Korean War are accessible to readers
in English. Drawing on Soviet archives, Shen reconstructs the mind of Joseph Stalin as he plotted a course that put "Greater Russia''s" national
security interests first, but did so in the language of Communist internationalism and solidarity. Even more fascinating is Shen''s attempt to explain
Mao Zedong''s attitude toward Stalin and strategic thinking behind joining the North Koreans in their fight against the US. Explaining Beijing, Shen
is on even surer footing, and thinner ice, due to his combing of Chinese diplomatic sources. Shen''s boldest thesis is that Stalin gave Kim Il Sung a
green light to invade South Korea out of frustration that the Soviet Union had to give up control of an ice-free Pacific port in the Sino-Soviet Treaty
of 1950 -- in other...
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