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became established that no pain had been experienced. The rapidity in operating which had been gained by those accustomed to operate upon,
conscious patients rendered re-applications of the ether or chloroform unnecessary in many, perhaps in most cases. The surgical dissections of to-
day were unknown. The dangers of an overloaded stomach, of the sitting posture, and of obstructed breathing were not realised, as the historical
case of Hannah Greener, the first victim to chloroform, forcibly illustrates. When difficulties or dangers presented themselves during the use of
anaesthetics they were conveniently, if not always accurrately, ascribed to peculiarities in the patient. Even when a fatality took place, it was not
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