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Forgotten Books, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Portrait of
a Lady, Vol. 1 of 3 The persons concerned in it were taking their pleasure quietly, and they were not of the sex which is supposed to furnish the
regular votaries of the ceremony I have mentioned. The shadows on the perfect lawn were straight and angular; they were the shadows of an old
man sitting in a deep wicker - chair near the low table on which the tea had been served, and of two younger men strolling to and fro, in desultory
talk, in front of him. The old man had his cup in his hand it was an un usually large cup, of a diGerent pattern from the rest of the set, and painted in
brilliant colours. He disposed of its contents with much circumspection, holding it for a long time close to his chin, with his face turned to the
house. His companions had either finished their tea or were indiGerent to their privilege they smoked cigarettes as they continued to stroll. One of
them, from time to time, as he passed, looked with a certain attention at the elder man, who, unconscious of observation, rested his eyes upon the
rich red front of his dwelling. The house that rose beyond the lawn was a structure to repay such consideration, and was the most characteristic
object in the peculiarly English picture I have attempted to sketch. It stood upon a low hill, above the river - the river being the Thames, at some
forty miles from London. A long gabled front of red brick, with the complexion of which time and the weather had played all sorts of picturesque
tricks, only, however, to improve...
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